
Drug utilization



Pharmacoepidemiology

Something with drugs
… on a population-level



”The study of  use and effects of  
medications on a population basis”

Strom’s Pharmacoepidemiology



”The study of  use and effects of  
medications on a population basis”
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Lorenz curves
Insulin and opioids (Funen 2003)

10





Drug utilization-studier

Incidence rates
Prevalence proportions
Use of  single substances

Persistence (‘drug survival’)
Co-medication
Daily dose (≈)
Prescriber type

Regional differences
Skewness in use

















Drug utilization-studier

Incidence rates
Prevalence proportions
Use of  single substances

Persistence (‘drug survival’)
Co-medication
Daily dose (≈)
Prescriber type

Regional differences
Skewness in use











Visualization
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Drug utilization
Examples



Aggregated Danish
Aggregated Nordic

Individual-level Nordic
Individual-level Danish

Combination
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